Service entrance conductors

Bruce Barker, ASHI Certified Inspector
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Service equipment

The service equipment consists of not more than six means of
disconnecting electrical power to a building. In most homes,
these will be circuit breakers or fuses. The service equipment
should be readily accessible, listed and labeled for use as ser-
vice equipment and located not more than 79 inches above
the floor or the ground. The service equipment may be inside
or outside; but if it’s inside, it should be as close as possible
to the point where the service entrance conductors enter the
home. This avoids a long run of wires unprotected by fuses
or circuit breakers. The service equipment is usually easy to
locate.

Service point

Locating service point can be a challenge. The service point
is where the electric utility’s maintenance responsibility ends
and the homeowner’s responsibility begins. It is anywhere
that the electric utility designates. In overhead service drop
configurations, the service point is usually at the familiar
connectors near the drip loops at the service mast.

Bur where is the service point in an underground service lat-
eral system? In most residential systems, the logical service
point location is at the meter cabinet. The meter cabinet is
sealed and often belongs to the electric utility.
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“Locating service point can be a
challenge. The service point is where
the electric utility’s maintenance
responsibility ends and the
homeowner’s responsibility begins.”
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